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L A Relation of a New Ifland^ which was rat fed up 
from the (Bottom of the Sea, on the i%d of May 
1707. in the Bay of Santorini, in the Archi- 
pelago* Written by Father Goree {a Jefnit) an 
Eye-witnefs. 

AMONG the Prodigies of Nature, and rfie moft 
furprizing things which She has at any time pro- 
duced, we may, in my Opinion, very juftly reckon an 
Ifland which rofe up from the Bottom of the Sea, 
about 4 Years ago, in the Bay which makes the Harbour 
of the ifle of Santorini in the Archipelago ; efpecially if 
we conlider the Situation, Manner, and all the other 
Circumftatices of the Formation of this New ifland. 
For what can be more furprizing, than to fee Fire, not 
only break out of the Bowels of the Eaifb, but alfo 
to make itfelf a Paffage through the Waters of the Sea, 
without being extingutfhed > Or what can be more 
extraordinary, or foreign to our common Notions of 
things, than to fee the Bottom of the Sea rife up into 
a Mountain above the Water, and to become fo firm 
an Ifland, as to be abb to refift the violence of the 
greateft Storms ? I know very well, that Subterraneous 
Fires, when pent in a narrow Paflage, are able to raife up 
a Mafs of Earth as large as an Ifland : But that this 
fhould be done in fo regular and exaft a manner, that 
the Water of the Sea cannot any ways penetrate to, and 
extinguifls them 3 that the Fire itfelf, after having made 
fo many Vent-holes and PafTages, ftiould notwithftand- 
ing retain a force fufficient to raife up fo great a Mafs; 
and in fine, after the Fire is extinfr, that this great Mafs 
fhould not fall or fink down again thro' its own weight, 
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but ftill remain oi the fame Height that the Fire had 
raifed it } This is what to me feems more furprizing 
than any thing that has been related of Maunt Gibet, 
VefuviuS) or any other Volcano. 

Yet this is not the firft time that thefe Prodigies in 
Nature have been feeq at Sanhrini : For, if it be not true, 
that this Ifland itfelf, which was anciently call'd Tt>era f 
was in like manner raifed out of the Sea (as P//#jy affures 
us it was,) it is at leaft moft certain, that three other 
final! Iflands (two of which lye within the Bay of San- 
torini 9 and the third a little without it) have been 
formed and raifed up above the Sea by Subterraneous 
Fires. 

The firft of thefe Iflands, which was anciently call'd 
Hiera, becaufe it was (as is thought) dedicated to P//tf# f 
is now named Megali Kammeni, that is to fay, the Great 
Burnt Ijland. Jujlin (/. 30. c. 4 ) fpeaking of the firft 
War of the Romans with the Macedonians^ and of the 
two Months Truce which Philip King of Macedon, and 
Father ofPerfes, then demanded, and which he obtained, 
according to Salianus, the 4th Year of the 145th Olym- 
piad, and the 196th Year before the Birth of our Lord, 
tells us, that this Ifland rote up from the Bottom of the 
Sea this very Year after an Earthquake. His Words are 
thefe, Eodcm anno inter Infnlas Theramenem & Thera* 
jtam> medio utriufque rip£ & mark /patio, terr£ motus fuit ^ 
in quoy cum admiratione navigantiutn^ repenth ex prof undo 
cum calidis aquk infula ewer/it. 

It became half as big again, in the Year of our Lord 
726, by the joyning of another Ifland to it $ which, ac- 
cording to the Relation oilheophanes^ a Greek Author, 
cited by Baronius, rofe alio out of the Sea, and raifed 
itfelf exa&ly to the fame height as the Ifland Hiera, 
and united fo well to it, that at- this time there remains 
no other mark of its joyning, than only a Cleft or 
Fiffure, which reaches from oae end of the Ifland to 
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the • other, and in feveral Places is not half a Foot 
broad* 

The fame thing happened a fecond time in the Year 
1457- as appears by a Latin Jnfcription upon a Marble 
at Santonini: But with this difference, that the Sub- 
terraneous Fire, afer having raifed to the height of 5 
or 6 Foot above the Water a vaft quantity of Rocks, 
which formed a fpace about a Mile in Circumference, 
opened a Palfage for the Sea- Water to enter, by which 
it was extinguifh'd 5 and the middle of that fpace re- 
ruain'd fo low, that the Sea flowing into it by a Sub* 
terraneous Canal, made there a fmall Lake, which con- 
tinues to this Day. 

As to the fecond Ifland, which is a little without the 
Bay, and is cali'd in Greek, Afp ronifr or the White Ifiwd* 
becfufe the Earth, with which it is covered, is white 
like Lime 5 Pliny > who lived in the time of the Emperor 
Wefpafan, (ays, that it rofe out of the Sea, and appeared 
in his time. 

The third Ifland, which is the leaft, and is called by 
the Greeks MikriKammeni^ or the Lejfer Burnt ' IJlmi % 
was formed in the Year 1573. according to the relation 
of feveral Old People, who learned it of their Ance- 
ftors : And it is between this little Ifland and the Great 
Kammmiy that on the 23d of May ("New Stile) in the 
Year 1707- at break of Day, the New l&md, of which 
I am now going to fpeak, was fir ft discovered. 

Five Days before it appeared, viz* on the 18th of 
■M<iy r between one and two of the Clock in the After- 
noon, there was at Santorini an Earthquake, which was 
apt violent, and continued but a Moment : And in 
the Night between the sad and 33d, there was alfa 
another, which was yet lefs fenfible than the former. 

It is natural to- imagine, that it was then, that the 
Mew Iflimd firft began to move and raife itfelf from the. 
bottom of the Sea ; Yet, if we confider, that thefe two 
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Earthquakes were not violent, and lafted but a Moment , 
and that the Bottom of the Sea was in this Place from 80 
to 100 Fathom deep, it feems difficult to believe, that 
in 5 Days time, it could rife to this Height. What in- 
clines me to think the contrary, is, that the Height a 
is at prefent above the Surface of the Sea, and which k 
did not arrive to in lefs than 3 Years time, is much left 
than that from the Bottom of the Sea to the Surface of 
the Water, as I fnall fhow hereafter. Add to this, that, 
a long time before thefe Earthquakes, the Filhermen 
perceived an ill Smell every time they pafled by that 
place ; which (hows that the Ifland had then begun to 
move : Notwithstanding it is very certain, that there 
have not been any other Earthquakes at Santorim, than 
thofe, which, 14 or 15 Years ago, continued for feve- 
ral Days, and were very violent. Howfoever it was, 
fome Seamen difcover'd this Ifland early in the Morning § 
but not being able to diftinguifti what it was, they 
imagined it to be fome Veflel that had fullered Ship- 
wrack, and was driven thither by the Sea. In hopes of 
making an Advantage to themfelves by it, they went 
immediately to it 5 but as foon as they found that it 
vras a New Ifland, they grew afraid, and returning as 
haftily back again, fpread the report over the whole I- 
Hand $ which was the more readily credited, becaufe ail 
the Inhabitants knew, and feveral of them had them- 
felves feen, what happened in the Year 1650. There 
was then a New Ifland, like to the prefent, which, be- 
tween the Iflands of Santorini, Nfo, and Andro % rofe up 
by means of Subterraneous Fires, which caufed feveral 
violent Earthquakes, accompanied with a roaring Noife 
under ground, Sulphureous Exhalations, an infupportable 
Stench, and a black Smoak, which rofe out of the Sea 
with Flames to toe height of 10 or 12 Cubits, The 
Sea was then fo tofled backwards and forwards by the 
terrible Shocks of the Earth, that it overflowed and 
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deftroyed 50000 Perches of Land in Santorini$ and the 
Air was fo infe&ed with Exhalations which came from 
the Fire, that 25 Perfons, and a great many Beafts, were 
ftified. At laft, when thislfland had not above g or 10 
Fathom oi Water to rile, fo as to appear above the Sur- 
face of the Sea, the force of the Subterraneous Fire was 
fo viotert, as to open a Pafiage before its time, by which 
the Water of the Sea entring in like a Torrent, cxtin- 
guilhed the Fire, and this Mafsot Earth and Stones did 
not rife any higher. Let us now return to cur new 
Phenomenon. 

How great foever the Fright of the Inhabitants oi 
SanUYtni was, at the firft fight of this New Ifland, yet 
a few Days after, not feeing any appearance either" of 
Fire or Smoak, fome of them, more bold that the reft, 
took a resolution to go and view the Situation of it ; 
Which they did accordingly 5 and not imagining any 
Danger, went on Shore upon it. As they had no other 
defign, but to fatisfy their Curiofity, they palled from 
one Rock to another, upon which they met with feve- 
ral very remarkable Curiofities 3 among which we may 
reckon a fort of White Stone, which cuts like Bread, 
and refembles it fo well in form, colour, and confidence, 
that were it not for its tafte any one would take it for 
real Bread; But what pleafed them more, was a great 
number of frefh Oyfters which they found (ticking to 
the Rocks 5 which being very fcarce in that Country, 
by reafon of the depth of the Sea, they got as many of 
them as they could. 

While they were bufy about this, they perceived the 
Ifland move and (hake under their Feet. This was fuf- 
Ikient to make them leave it immediately, and to return 
back fafter than they came. In fiiort, the rifing of the 
Jfland was vifible to the Eye, and it encreafed not only 
in Height, but alio in Length and Bredth, Tho* it was 
already between 15 and 20 Foot high above the Sea, it 
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could not yet be ken from the Mountain Merovigti, or 
the Caftle of Scaro, which ftands upon the Shore, by 
reafon the Lefler Kammrm, above mentioned, lay be- 
tween, and hinderM the fight ; But at 1 5 Days end, they 
began to fee it from Merovigli^ and in a few Days after* 
from the Caftle of Scaro fituated upon another Mountain, 
which, tho* it be very high, in refpeft to the Sea, yet it 
is much lower than that of Merovigli, to which it joyns. 
From whence we may judge how much this New Ifland 
grew in Height in a few Days. 

As the motion, by which this Ifland increafed every 
Day in Height, was fometimes equal, and at other times 
unequal, in refpedt to all the Parts of fo great a Mafs j 
fo it did not always rife equally on every fide. It of- 
ten happened, that while it grew in Height and Length 
on one fide, it funk down and decreafed on the other. 
I one Day law a Rock rife out of the Sea, at 40 or 50 
Paces diftant from the Ifland, which I continued to ob- 
ferve for 4 Days together 5 at the end of which time it 
funk agaia into the Sea, and did not appear any more : 
But this was different from what happened to fome o- 
thers 5 which having difappeared, at this did, they re- 
appeared again fome time after. 

The Lefler Kammeni^ which lies very near, was often 
(haken with the Motion which raifed this New Ifland, 
From a fmall Cleft, which we obferved upon the top of 
this little Ifland, fometimes Stones would break loofe 3 
which rolling down its fides into the Sea, would raife, 
as it were, a Cloud of Duft, which fome People took 
to be Snaoak, but in reality it was not fo; 

At this time, the Sea, which is contained within 
the Gulf or Bay of Santorini^ feveral times changed its 
Colour : At firft it appeared Green, afterwards Redifh, 
and fometime after of a Yellowifh Colour ^ with a 
Stink, which fpreading itfelf over great part of Santo- 
rini 7 made us imagine that this Colour proceeded from 
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nothing elfe but the Sulphur with which the Sea was 
covered. 

The Smoak appeared fir ft upon the 16 th of July : At 
which time, from a place in the Sea, where (they allured 
me) they could never before find any Bottom, and which 
was above 60 Paces diftant from the New Ifland (which 
they then called the White Ifland) there rofe up a Ridge 
of Black Stones, which the Greeks, by reaibn of their 
hardnefs, call Sidercpetres, or Iron-Stones, which formed 
another Ifland, named by the Inhabitants the Black Ifland j 
and which was afterwards not only the Center of the 
whole Ifland, but alfo of the Fire, and Smoak, and 
great Noife, that was heard feme time after. 

The Smoak, which iffiied out of this Ridge of Stones, 
or Black Ifland, was very thick and white, as if it had 
proceeded frcm 5 or 6 Lime-Kilns joyned together } 
and being carried by a North Wind towards the Caftle 
of Acrotiri^ it went into the Houfes of the Inhabitants, 
but without caufingany great annoyance, becaufe it had 
no very ill Smell. Four Days after the Smcak had thus 
appeared* they faw in the Night time Fire iffuing out 
from the fame place. 

It was then, that the Inhabitants of Saviorim, and 
efpecially thofe of the Caftle of Scaro, began to be in 
good earneft afraid. They considered that their Caftle 
was fituated upon a Promontory, that was very narrow, 
and near to the Black Ifland ; and that the time drew 
near, in which they muft expert it either to be blown up 
into the Air, or overturn^ by fome Shock of the 
Earth- They had continually before their Eyes Fire 
and Smoak 5 and this difmal Speftacle made them ap- 
prehend, that there might be feveral Mines of Vitriol 
and Sulphur in the HJand of Santorinl^ which would 
loon take Fire ; and that therefore the fafeft way for 
them was to abandon the Country, and retire to fome 
other Ifland* And indeed fome took this refolution $ 
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and there was no other way left to fatisfy the reft, but 
by telling them, that if they would retire further into 
the Country, they would be fafe there-, and that if the 
Caftle was in Danger, yet they muft neceffarily fee the 
Leffer Kammeni firft entirely deftroyed, not only becaufc 
it lay between the Caftle and the Black lfland> but alfo 
becaufe it was much nearer to it than to the Caftle. 

Thelurks, who were then at Santorini, collecting the 
Tribute which this Ifland pays yearly to the Grand 
Sigmor, were not lefs afraid than the other People : 
Being amazed to fee Fire break out of the Sea where it 
was fo deep, they intreated the Chnftians to pray to 
God, and especially to make their young Children cry 
KirieElafon^ becaufe, as they faid> the Children not ha- 
ving offended God, they could more eafily appeafe his 
Anger than older Perfbns. The Fire, however, was 
then but very little, being not above the breadth of the 
Mouih of a Furnace, and did not appear in the Day 
time, but only in the Night, from Sun fetting to Sun 
rifing 5 and was fo far from fpreading the whole length 
ot the Ridge of Srones above- men tion'd, that it po£ 
fefs'd but one fmall part of it, which was always after- 
wards the common Paflage for the Smoak and Fire, 
which I (hall fpeak of hereafter. 

As for the firft Ifland, or White Ifland, we did not 

fee there either Fire or Smoak 5 yet it continued to grow 

bigger 5 but the Black Ifland increafed much fafter. We 

faw every Day great Rocks rife up on every fide of it, 

which made it lometimes longer, and at other times 

broader 5 and by the Height of them we could very nearly 

judge how many Foot it rofe up every Day or Night. - 

Sometimes thefe Rocks joyned to the Ifland, and at o- 

ther times they were at a diftance from it $ fo that 10 

lefs than a Month, there were four little Black Iflands, 

which in a few Days after, united together, and made 

but one Ifland. 
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As the Smoak encreafed very much, and there wa$ 
no Wind ftirring, it rofe up to the middle Fvegion 
of the Air, fo as to be feen fas feveral credible Per- 
fons a fibred me) at Candia, Naxos, and other Iflands 5 
and in the Night time it appeared of a Flame to 15 or 20 
Foot high. The Sea was at that time covered with a 
Matter or Froaih, which in forne places was reddifb, 
and in others yellowifh 5 from whence there proceeded 
fo great a Stench over the whole Ifland of S&ntorini, 
that" for fear of being infe&ed, feveral Perfons were ob- 
liged to burn Incenfe, and others to make Fires upon the 
tops of their Houfes, to difperic it and to purify the Air. 
By good luck it did not continue above a Day and half; 
for a ftrong South-Weft Wind arofe, which, together 
with the Motion of the Sea, did indeed difperie this 
iroathy Matter, but occafioned otherways a great da- 
mage to the belt pare of the Ifland of Smiorini. At 
that time they were in great hopes of having fhortly a 
very plentiful Vintage 5 when this Wind carried all the 
Smoak on upon their Vineyards, which burnt them up 
in fuch a manner, that the Grapes (which were not yet 
ripe; turned in one Nights time like dryed Raifons, fo 
that they were forced afterwards to throw them away, 
becaufe of their fowernefs; which was a great Grie- 
vance to moft of the Inhabitants, the greateft part of 
whole Revenue confifts in Wines. 

The firft who brought this forrowful News was a 
poor honed Man, who failM not early every Morn- 
ing to vific his fmall Vineyard, and was not a little re- 
joye'd to fee it fa well ftor'd with plenty of good 
Fruit : He went as ufual, not dreading this unlook'd 
for Calamity 5 and finding it all thus unexpe&edly 
blafted, was ftruck with fuch fudden Aftonifhment, that 
he wandered about a long time like one out of his Senfes, 
looking for his Vineyard in the Vineyard itfelfj but 
coming to himfelf, at length returned home, proclaim- 
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ing his misfortune in fucfa a Tone^ and with iiich -Ex- 
predion s of Grief and Amazement, as raised at once both 
Pity and Laughter. 

Nor was this the only effeft oceaflon'd by this thick 
Smoak $ for it is farther remarkable, that Silver and 
and Copper were changed black by it : And cho* feme 
People, who were forced to pafs thro* the Smoak in 
going to their Houfes, allured me, that it had no very- 
ill fmell with it ; yet feverai of them were, that and the 
next Day after, troubled with great pains of their Head. 
At this time the White Ifland, which (as I have faid 
before) teemed to be above the Lefler Kammmi, and 
could be feen from the firft Floor of the Houfes in the 
Gaftle of Scare, funk down fo low, that it could not be 
feen from the fecond. 

Hitherto the Sea had not been obferved to boil up, 
or any Noife heard upon the Black I (land : But upon 
the 31ft of jf«/f, the Sea was teen to emit Smoak at two 
feverai Places 5 one of which was about 20, and the o- 
ther above 60 Paces diftant from the Inand. In thefe 
two places, both of which were perfedly round, the 
Water of the Sea looked like Oy!, and feemed to rife 
up and bubble : Which is continued to do for more 
than a Month 5 in which time there were a great many 
Fifhes found dead on the Shore, occasioned by their hap- 
pening to have been too near thefe two Places. 

The Night following there was heard a dull hollow 
Noife, much like that of fevetal Cannons (hot off at a 
diftance : And at the fame time there was feen to rife 
out of the midft of the Funnel Flames of Fire, which 
darted very high into the Air, and difappeared imme- 
diately* Next Day there was heard feverai Returns of 
the fame Noife, which was followed by a Smoak, not 
white, as ufgal, but blackifti j and which, notwithstand- 
ing a very frefti North Wind, rofe up in a Moment, ro 
a prodigious Height, in form of a Column, and in the 
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Night time would, in all probability, have appeared, m 
if it were all on Fire. 

Anguft the 7th* the Noife alfer'd 3 and from being 
dull, as before, it became very loud, and refetnbled the 
Noife which is made when feveral great Stones are 
thrown all together into a very deep Weil : And I 
really believe that this Great Noife was occafioned by 
feveral large pieces of Rocks, which after having been 
raifed up with the Ifiand by the violence of the Fire, 
broke of by reafpn of their weight, and fell back agaia 
into the Subterranean Caverns* What confirms me m 
this thought is, that I faw then the Ends of this Ifiand 
in fo great a Motion, that after Having appeared for feme 
Days, they then difappear'd, and afterwards re-appear a 
again a-new. Howfoever it was, this Noife after having 
continued fo for near a Month, was followed by another 
much louder and more extraordinary : It fo nearly re« 
fembled Thunder, that when it did really Thunder, as 
it happened to do j or 4 times, there was very little dif- 
ference between the one and the other. 

As the Paffage, which the Fire had made itfelf by its 
violence thro* fo many Rocks, was not, in all probabi- 
lity, in a ftraic Line, and was in fome places narrower, 
and in others larger and more free $ fo ic is probable^ 
that the Fire, or rather the Sulphureous and burning 
Exhalations, caufed this great Noife, by turning from 
fide to fide in thefe winding Caverns, and endeavouring 
to get a Paffage out, which was difficult for them to 
find ; Which was the caufe that the Noife of this Sub- 
terraneous Thunder was fomerimes not fo loud, and a 
little while after grew more violent, and fometioies was fo 
ftunning, that People talking together could fcarce hear 
one another (peak * and that the Black Ifiand, which 
was already very high, feemed to crack on every fide 5 
and in (hort, that the inclofed Fire, after feveral Wind- 
irigs and Turnings, having colle&ing a fiifficient force, 
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was able to break out with a Noife equal to that of fe~ 
veral Cannons difcharged at once.* 

Attguji 21. the Smoak deminiftied confiderably, as alio 
the Fire: There did not appear any in the Night 5 bat 
the next Day both returned with greater force than at 
any time before. The Smoak was reddifh and very thick, 
and the Fire fo great, that the Water of the Sea fmoak'd 
and bubbled up all round the Black Ifland. I had in 
the Night the Curiofity to view with a Telefcope the 
great Fire that appeared upon the Mountain of this 
Ifland, and I numbered 60 Openings or Funnels, which 
threw out all of them a very bright Fire, and were 
divided from one another by Rocks. In all probabi- 
lity there were others, and perhaps as many, on the o- 
ther fide of the Mountain, which I could not fee. Next 
Morning I obferved that the Ifland had been very much 
raifed in the Night 5 that a Range of Rocks about 50 
Foot long was rofe out of the Water, which made the 
Ifland broader than it was before 5 and that the Sea was 
almoft covered over with the reddilh froathy Matter, 
above-mentioned. This Matter, or Froth, appeared up- 
on the 3ea every time that the Ifland increafed conside- 
rably j and occafioned a ftink, much like that of the 
Sink of a Ship : Which we may imagine to arife from a 
flimy Earth mixed with Sulphur, which being raifed up 
with the Rocks, and coming to be walhed off by the 
Waves, was loofcned and diluted by the Water, and fo 
fo fent up to the Surface the Salts with which it was 
loaded. 

The Fire had hitherto appeared but only in one place, 
upon the Top of the Black Ifland $ but on the 5th of 
September it made itfelf another Paffage, and appeared 
at the End of that Ifland, on the fide next Terafia> which 
is another Ifland which (bme Authors fay was formerly 
joyned to that of Stntorini, and was feparated from it 
by an Earthquake. The Fire did not contiftne at this 
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End but a few Days, during which it decreafed at the 
place whence it ufed commonly co iflue out. And here 
we were very agreeably furprizM, in f ting the Fire 3 
feveral times dart out irom tn'b place widr u & x y Noife, 
and rife up in the Air like a large R eke- . Tde fonowing 
Days there was much the faose Specie ; ror the Subter- 
raneous Thunder, after having made a great Noik, broke 
out from time to time with a Cup a* loud 'as that of a 
Cannon, (which the 1: habitant? *ve*e *h ^ fo t r from be- 
ing afraid of, that they took pleafure in vie* m y 4) and 
was accompanied with a-veiy btautitui and hrge Fire, 
which (hooting up in an initant to a gre.ar He ght, iell 
again on the liland, and illuminated it almoft \\\ over. 
I cannot better reprefent the F:gure f hat the f i e made 
in the Air, than by comparing k to a certs in Artificial 
Fire- work I have feen in trance, and h there called the 
Gcrbe : But with this difference notwithstanding, that 
this Fire, of which I am f peaking, rofe much higher ar-d 
was much larger, but not fo diftinft as that ot the Gerbe. 
The Pleafure, however, that they had, in viewing 
thefe Natural Fires, which fo nearly rcfembled Artificial 
ones, was not a little difturbed by a Vhtnotneuon which 
the Inhabitants believed to be an ill Omen ro them 5 lor 
immediately after the Fire was darted out, as I have 
faid, in the manner of a Rocket, there appeared m the Air 
a Blaze, in the form of a long fiery Sword, which con- 
tinued foroetime, without moving, over the Cattle o£ 
Scaroy and afterwards difappeared. 

At that time alfo, the White Ifland and the Black ffland, 
havfng increafed in length, in- proportion as they rofe in 
Height, uni-ed rogecher 3 and the End of the Black ifland, 
towards i he South- Eafly began not to increafe any more, 
cither in Height or Length, whife the End toward 
the Weft increafed very fenfibly to t l e Sight ; Which 
makes me imagine, that the Mine of Sulphur being at 
ihk place, and the Fire not finding any Parage out here* 
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had force to raife up this part and not the other 5 tot 
m the middle of the Ifland it always found Openings 
toHffue out ar $ together with the Sii*cak. It had then 4 
Paflages there, which were fo ne?r one another, that one 
could not well diftinguifh them afunder, but by theSmoak: 
I do not mean that Smoak which commonly iflued out 
and was continual, but that which rofe up at fome certain 
times with a great force j for this Smoak came forth 
fometimes from one Paffage, and fometimes from ano- 
ther, and oftentimes out of all four together 3 fome- 
times with a great Noife, and at other times without 
any Noife at all, tho 7 then alfo it iflued out with the 
fame impetuofity. 

Out of thefe Paflages alfo there came a whittling 
Noife, like that of an Organ Pipe 3 which, by the vari- 
ety of Sound it made, pleafed the Inhabitants as often 
as the Subterraneous Thunder ceafed. 

One would think, that the Noife of this Thunder 
(hould not then be fo loud, by reafon of the feveral 
Paflages of which I have fpoken; yet, notwithftanding* 
it was not at any time fo great and fo frequent as it 
was then, and a3 it was above fix Months after. It 
was then, as I faid, like the Report of a Cannon : 
And there did not pafs a Day or a Night, but we heard 
5 or 6, fometimes 10 or 1a of em 5 and at the fame 
time feveral great burning Stones were thrown into the 
Air 3 fome of which falling one Day upon the Great 
J^jmmcni^ fet fire to fome Thickets of Buthes upon that 
little Ifland 5 and others being caft a great way into the 
Sea, had certainly deftroyed a fmail Veflei that pafled by 
at above a Miles diflance, if it had gone by never (b 
little later. Thefe Claps were always attended with this 
Smoak I have mentioned, which was very different from 
that which iflixed out continnaiiy from the <3ulf of Fire 
almoft in the middle of the Ifland 5 for this was much 
thicker and blacker, and. rofe in an inftant much higher, 
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and was not difperfed 'till fome time after, and then fell 
in Afties upon the Country, or into the Sea 3 fome of 
which the Wind fometimes carried as far as Antcnphi, 
an Ifland about 25 Miles diftant from the Bay of San- 
tor ini* 

Some Perfons had the Curiofity to gather fome of thefe 
Afhes, (which were of a Colour between black and 
white) and put them into the Fire, imagining they would 
burn like Gun powder, which they very much refembled j 
but they produced no other effcfl:, than only making 
a fmall hilling Noife. 

September the 18th, two Hours after Midnight, there 
was an Earthquake at Santorim^ with which they were 
the more furprized, becaufe they leaft fufpe&ed it, 
the Subterraneous Fires having had fo free a Paflage 
for fo long a time. It did not do any damage 5 and 
had no other effect than to enlarge very much the I- 
fland, and to remove for fome Days the Fire and Smoak 
into other Places, through new Paffages which it 
made, and to incieafe very considerably both of em. 
And in truth, I never faw fo much Fire, or heard fuch 
terrible Claps, as after this Earthquake. By the vio- 
lence of thefe Claps, Houfes were (haken at above 3 
Miles diftance j and out of the midft of a great Smoak, 
which rofe up and appeared like a Mountain, one might 
fee and hear great pieces of Rocks fall down into the 
Sea and upon the Ifland, which were thrown out with 
the fame Violence and Noife as a Bullet out of the 
Mou^h of a Cannon. 

The Leffer Kammeni was feveral times quite covered 
over with great Stones covered with burning Sulphur 5 
feveral of which rolling afterwards from the top of this 
little Ifland into the Sea, made a very bright Light and 
pleafant appearance in the Night. I thought at firft, 
that the Fire had pafTed under ground from the New 
Ifiand t© this 5 becaufe they are not very far afunder : 

But 
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But I foon found my miftake, and that this Fire pro- 
ceeded only from thefe Stones fulphur'd over 5 for the 
Sulphur, with which they were crufted over* being 
confumed, they were all extinguiftui in half a quarter 
of an Hours time, except fome few which remained alight 
above half an Hour. One Day, when the Leffer K*m* 
mexi..wa$ all on Fire, after one of thefe furious Claps, 
and < he Air was fo too, thro* the frequent Flafties of 
Fire that appeared in the Clouds, we faw, by a furpri- 
ring Accident, three Fiafhes come out of the places 
where the Fire was, which one could not diftinguilh 
from real Lightning, but that they wote formed lower, 
and were at the two Ends of the Ifland. By the vio- 
lence of one of thefe Claps, part of the top of the New 
Ifland was carried off into the Sea,; and feveral Stones 
were thrown to above two Miles diftance: And, as if 
the Mine had been exhaufted by this great Clap, three 
or four Days palled without 'any Noife, and atadft 
without any Fire or Smoak. They thought then, that 
they ftiould have feen an end of it : But the Fire 
kindled again, and the Ifland became more terrible than 
before. I was then at a Village 6 Miles diftanc j where 
we heard fo diftin&ly (notwithftanding it lay under a 
fountain) the Biaft of the Mine^ that the Inhabitants 
were fo frighted at fuch an extraordinary Clap, that I 
was forced to put 'era in heart, and they run immedi- 
ately to Church to fay their Prayers, and recommend 
themfehes to God* At my return to the Caftle of 
Scare, I found the People much more alarmed than they 
were in the Village 5 and was informed immediately, 
that the Caftle had fuffered fo violent a Shake, that 
the Doors of the Houfes, and the Windows that were 
(hut, were opened by the force and violence of the 
Clap. 

February the 10th 1708. at half a a Hour after Eight 
of the Clock in the Mornings there was, another Earth- 
quake 
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quake at Savtorini ; and fome Perfons allured me, that 
there was another the Night before, but not fo (enable 
as this. If we may judge by what is paft, our Volcano 
is to far from drawing fhortly to an end, that it gets 
new force by other Veins of Sulphur which take Fire 
at a greater diftance. We have Inftances of this in the 
Fire and Flames which rife fo frequently into the Air, 
and fall again over the whole Ifland, making in the 
Night 'time as fine a Spe&acle as was ever feen in Arti- 
ficial Fire- Works, fiefides this* (Several great Rocks, 
foyamg to the Ifland, which before were even with 
tfie Water, haw been raifed much higher ; and the 
Noife-) Smoak; and boy ling of the Sea, increafe fo 
much} that tho' the Inhabitants of &antorini)i2L\z been 
fo long accuftomed to fee all (hefe things, yet they 
could not help being more afraid than before. And 
certainly not without reafon ; for the Subterraneous 
Noife was more violent than ever and continued feve- 
ral Days together without- any 'IntermJffion 5 and in 
the fpace of a quarter of an Hour the Mine difcharged 
ltfelf 5 or 6 times'; the Noife of which, with the great 
quantity of Stones it threw into the Air, the Shocks it 
gave the Houfes, and the Fire which appeared in open 
Day (which was never feen before) very much furpafles 
all that I have before fpoken of it. 

The 15th oi April was remarkable above all other 
Days,, for the great number and vfolenceof the Claps $ 
by one of which, near icp great Stones were mounted 
up all at once into the Air, and fell again at above two 
Miles diftance in the Sea. Tho* I was then about three 
Miles off from the Nev Ifland, Iobfcrved one, of a fur- 
prizing greanefs, which did not rife fo high as therefh) 
but was driven farther, in a (trait Line, like a Gannon 
Ball. This happened to be Eafter-Day (which was up- 
on 'April the 4th, Old Stile, which is uCcd at Santo- 
tini) and ^tfais Circmnftance contributed not a littk to 
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confirm feverat ignorant Greeks in the ridiculous %>i- 
nion they bad, that this- New Ifland was one of flbe 
Mouths of Hell $- lb that they did not fcruple to fayj 
thafc the Devils, not being able to bear that Day 5 as be- 
ing jealous of the Glory of the Refurre&ion of our 
Lord, had made all the Efforts that Day that was pof-» 
fible ; And their Btfhop himfelf was io infatuated with 
this Opinion, as well as the reft^ that he fpoke to me 
very ferioufly about it, and asked me my Thoughts of 
it; But notwkhttanding whatfoever I could fay to un* 
deceive him, I found that he perfifted in bis Opinion^ 
ami would not be perfwaded otherwife. 

From t be 15th of April to the 23d of May, whicb 
was a Yeir from the Birth ot this New Ifland, what! 
have- defeated above,' -continued the fame; and I di<£ 
not ohferve any thing more in particular, unlefs it were 
that the Ifland increafed in Height and not in Length $ 
and that one furious Clap beat down at once all the 
topofitj which by means of the Aflies and Stones 
ot all fizes rhat fell upjorrk Day and Night, was not 
only repaired, but made much higher than it was be^ 
fore. All particulars began to abate afterwards: The 
Smoak decreafed $ tue Su :>terraneou* Moife was not fo 
vioknt ; and the Gaps, tho' they were very irtquent* 
were not however fb loud by reafon that -the funnels, 
which gave a Paffege ro.the Fire and Smoak* were tben 
much larger than chey were before. 

Hitherto I had not betn to fee thi% Ifland, but at a 
distance 3 for fear the fame (huM happen to me, as to 
Blivy, wbenhe went to fee Mount Fefuvms; and leaft 
I (hould be fuffocatcd, as he was, with the Flames, or 
over-whelmM with the Stones which this New ifland 
threw out on every fide. But feeing that there was 
then no danger, I went in company with the Reverend 
Framis CrifpOy the latin Bifliop of Stntorini ; who, as 

well as myfelf, had not feen it before but a diftance* 
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and had the. fame Curioflty as myfelf to view it and 
take all the Dimenfibns of it. And as our deiign was 
to go aflhore upon it, if poffible, we v went dire&Iy to it 5 
to do which, we were obliged to pafs over a Place, 
where the Sea fmoak'd very much, but did not bub- 
ble, We were no fooner come to this Place, but 
we perceived a Heat ftrike upon our Faces 5 which 
was nothing elfe but the Fumes of the Sulphur, in the 
roidft of which we were at that time* One of the 
Perfons that were with us, who was naturally more 
timerous that the reft, being furpriz'd at this Heat, 
and not knowing the caufe of it, asked from whence 
k proceeded. The Seamen bid him and us put our 
Hands into the Water 5 which we did, and found it 
fe very hot, that having taken them out again immedi- 
ately, the Bifbop bid them make what hafte they could 
away 5 faying pleafantly, that that Place was too hot to 
tarry there long. What fur prized and griev'd me at the 
fame time, was, that we were then 500 Paces off from 
the New Ifland, and that I had not time to found the 
Depth of this Place. From hence we went dire&ly 
over to that part of the Ifland, where it had ehcreafed 
in Length, and where there was more Danger 5 for 
feeing that the Smoak was very thick, which fhowed 
that there was a great Fire all thereabout, we did not 
think it fafe to go any nearer, and fo fatisfy'd our felves 
with viewing only the fpace that was between this New 
Ifland and the Lejfer Kammenl^ which I found to be 
broader than I imagined, and judged that a Galley 
might pafs thro' the narroweft place of if. After this, 
we went on Shore upon the Great Kammem y that we 
might from thence view nearer, and without any Dan* 
ger, the whole Burning Ifland, and efpecially that fide 
of it which we could fcarce fee from the Caftle of Scar* 
From hence it was, that after having well examined all 
particulars, we judged this New Ifland to be about 
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20C foot :ra Height, 5 Miles an Circumference, and a 
Mile over at its. broadeftpartv ;iA&> ; to the Form of it, 
it is oblong, and refembles : m rfcme :&ieafufe the Figure 
of a Dragon 5 as may be feen by the Defign of it, which 
I took from this place. 

After having tarried fometisie upon the &ztfKaw- 
tmni (wherelwe had tte pleafure to fee ^ten, not far 
off, a great many Scones thrown violently out of the G tilt 
of Fire, and fall down again with a terrible Noife upon 
the Ifland) we took a Refolution to coaft it round, and 
to go to the other end o£ it, not doubting but that we 
might get on Shore there, becaufetha^ part of the Ifland 
had not increafed for feveral Months, and there did .not 
appear any Fire Or Smoak there; We were within a 
hundred Paces of it, when putting my Hand into the 
Water, I perceived that it wag Warm, and that the 
further we w$nt the hotter it grew. At this fnftant the 
Mine difcharged itfelf 5 and the Wind drove upojp, us 
the thick Smoak, which broke out with fuch violence 
every time the Mine took Fire : And a Shower of Afhes 
and little Stones, not larger than common Hail-Stones, 
falling upon us, we were forced againft our will to quit 
our defigxt of going on Shore upon the 'Ifland at thb 
Place, This Shower of Stones and Alhes being over, 
we retired a little by reafon of the great heat of the 
Water 3 and letting down our Plummet, we had at this 
place 9$ Fathom of Water, without finding the Bot- 
tom, our Line not being long enough. Viewing after- 
wards the fpace that was at this end between the lilancl 
and the Lejfer Kawmexi T wz found in feveral places that ir 
was narrower at this fide than at the other *, and that if 
the New Ifland (hould continue to grow bigger, feveral 
Rocks, which were already half, above Water, and rofe 
up nearer to the LeJlerKawmM, would in time (hut up the 
PaiTage and joyn both the Iflands together, To as to mak? 
a little Port between 'em, which would be very commo* 
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dictator ths Shining &fSMttirm~ \dxtt\miiag-kfoe& 

PSft:oftfef#> Kammni% andr^by' rbBfoaiwf>S«s^neari 
nefsj c&utd fcaroel bbli^er* what thc^y tbere^toiy^uH 
w... That they could not hear there ^nyofthe Noift 
rh&t <Fw ^eWufl»t& nyde ; Whkfrwa found fe be 
ftrtie ■-ahd; f ffi«Pftfe < Hciah i t-'<)f date Jfcftlc -'-fflttftf'ttfes the 
earfe -e^ it9 

Durfrrgfatt the? reft 6f fbe time that lxbitfc&&\ $m\. 
Urtnij to- ilk i$th Of Atfgufi- 1708* (at Whidi tirm* I 
cafn^ awa}!) tlw STtt$tffe ar FireyT^ i%\&h 

the ft me as I have ndw <ltkr4bm iy &Qr$ thst & to fay, 
they wtre "'irttviy* pretty rnoderate. 

This rs all that! can ft? of this Fh^vmenw; all tfie 
Ctfcumftancesof 'Which I Ha ve related fo much the more 
faithfully, hecaufi I was thfe onfy Petffbfl at Sa^iarim 
wha Kept -a Journal of what tepf^rfed every Day 5 -and 
of which I fed ^rtneti you an Ace6u*it foiwi^r^ barffe«, 
iti order to ma^e it .rttore eomp eat, I w¥ift$ a : long time 
in vain,; i,f hopes to HaVefeeri and given foti m : hesouht 
of the End bf WJ "Fronrttty leaving Sttotvrim, re this pre- 
(but thc t 6th qf jfojyt^r/l have retefred f*vcr3! Letter £, 
arid have : i^en ^nd {£6feri with i&Veral Perfo'n* who biavfc 
cq'me from tiietice wlfhjrl thefc lew Days, and they all 
re! ! fne, 'that rhe New Blind gro^s ftill in Length on 
that fide nest Kr^riThaft if* is now about 6 Miles in 
eontpsf! : Th4f &sr *to ttie Fire and Noife under grmmdL 
they \ were' ntore moderate than fcefbre ; which 1 nla-kts 
the t.nSiahit^ntsofxhe liMd hdpe, that they fhail fhprt? 
iy lee an end of it. 

As for my. parr^'w'hen 1 confider, tjhat the* Paffages 
whiqh give vetu to the Fire, are very lar^e, and al-noft 
ha the niicfdle.of th£ fdind $ -and that tiere is no appear- 
ance that the Fire will jevertnake .a Pailage at the'Bof- 
torn of 'the Sea, fo as rojet the Water 10 to cxtmguifti 
it ] I atft of Opmion, that it may yet laft longer 
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than they hmgitie ^ndi Wia't* tfife Pbtm***** mil rm 

have an end ; 'till tb? .Mine pi Sul^hsn?* -is ' emiiely 
con fumed; 
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II. v^2 Account of divert ^afi 'Plants, Litely ob«> 
ferVetl m Je^eral Curious Gardens dBout Lon- 
don, and p&ikuturlp the Qmpmy^pf^ ;i^ROclk% 
caries ' JPhyficfc Garden #if CHelffey. - By Mr. 
James Pctrye-r^ F.^S* 

SiGT I*. Rare .Engtifh, .PUnlt 

^Qlyfadj- of the WalL ' Polypodimtl MirkleypmvJis 
ferrarss. ' Polyp fdtum alterum C. B> in MattBM pig; 
887. Fig^ Pol^podium Stpercimm Gerard, p* 974.' "Fig, 
Polypodiuna 2yTabem. .Hitter. 478. Fig. Poiypodiura 
?.', Filicula tyu0ylcon. 799. Fig* 1. :X^h^<mtmui% 

jptgurej \yhtch Ctfpar Bmhj,nz upon' Mafihiol^l^^Qztard 
have coppy cf, feenis to jre(qcnplb* :tJ5iiS"'l^rd[frt -'■ih" jss* feme- 
..what waved Wings, and tip. But the Poljpodiuw "rnwti* 
p.odon. Pesnptad. 464. Tolypodiurft peranum Jonfton. 
1 1 3 2. , < Pplypadium 2 .Maubioh . L'^g^V Hfftor. V 2 50. 
which ; Cg/f^* . Bauhine -aiakes to . be ' ttie ft ttre "With this, 
,.*//£.. P^/jp/Wi^: minus C/B. pin% 2. 359. v is not like 'if, 
•but a le(s and -flenderer fort of'the'CowriFox. t>r J'dtin 
SdluadorC) a very Curious Botanifly feat 'this, lately from 
Bcircden* by the Name of ^olypptliwu niajus fe.rrato folio 
Barrdkr Jcon* Infutv kei jHerb*. Tqum* 540, 1 gathered 
this Plant <$ May* 7$. J. D. 170.9,. ,oji the Walls *af w -^v 
Win a for Cnjile, in the Apartment oF'tlie Pveverend Dr. 
M<tnmt!gh<im^ then D:/t* cf that ?hce, and now Biihop 
of Chichejhr^ whofe Son, a very Nice Betanijl^ fir ft ob- 







M. T'ffuc/it-Stul. 



